Rachael Sage keeps it intimate and 'haunted' on new album
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Many of the songs on Rachael Sage's new album,
"Haunted By You," have a classical undercurrent.
"You can't really check who you are at the door,"
says Sage, who appears Wednesday at Club Cafe,
South Side.
But Sage isn't a classically trained musician. Her
introduction to Stravinsky, Beethoven and Bach
came by way of ballet, not music.
"Even if I hadn't been a dancer, I was naturally
drawn to orchestration," Sage says. "Broadway
show music and the Beatles have a lot of classical
influences. It's just so mysterious to me because I don't read music and I play by ear. The fact that I can call upon
musicians who have such great ears that they can translate what I'm singing or playing on the piano into
something that sounds orchestral and legit, in a way, is still a kick for me. There are times when I can't believe
I'm getting away with it."
Sage isn't exactly a household name, but she's been able to craft a career that's well into its second decade. Her
music might be best described as sophisticated pop, brimming with melodies. On "Haunted By You," Sage is
supported by musicians that include Dave Eggar, the cellist who has performed with Coldplay, Ornette Coleman
and Pearl Jam, Russ Johnson on trumpet and flugelhorn, and the German drummer Quinn .
Sage wants her current tour to reflect her approach in the studio. Thus, Quinn will be playing a "cocktail-sized"
drumkit on stage.
"My thought was to do what we really do live and see how that comes across and build on that," she says.
"Because, hopefully, this record is a bit more intimate and direct."
The title "Haunted By You" does reflect the albums lyrical content. In almost every song -- notably "Ready,"
"Performance Art" and the title track -- Sage uses words and phrases that are elastic and malleable.
Sage consciously tried to avoid being direct with lyrics because her songs have a tendency to take on new
aspects and meanings by the time she's performing them live.
That said, "Haunted By You" does cohere around a theme.
"I composed this album over a stretch of a couple of years where I was really breaking down what it means to be
a passionate person living truthfully to who you are," Sage says. "And not adapting to other people's
expectations, whether that applies to relationships romantically or your relationship to yourself or to your
character judgment in terms of who your bringing into your life or who you're letting go. I was really trying to
orient to that concept of passion and not compromising on it. Hopefully, by the end of my examination of it,
that's where I want it to be."
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ae/s_789848.html

